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The U.S. Trade and Development Agency helps companies create U.S. jobs through the export of U.S. goods and services 
for priority development projects in emerging economies. USTDA links U.S. businesses to export opportunities by funding 
project planning activities, pilot projects, and reverse trade missions while creating sustainable infrastructure and economic 
growth in partner countries.

Former Director Leocadia Zak gives remarks before signing a 
Memorandum of Understanding between USTDA and the Ministry 
of Agriculture of the People’s Republic of China (MOA) in 
November, 2016.  Next to Director Zak is Iowa Governor Terry 
Branstad and Ministry of Agriculture Vice Minister Qu Dongyu

Supporting Food Safety

In order to address some of the systematic causes
of global food insecurity, USTDA is strategically
using its resources to support agricultural and
transportation infrastructure that will improve global
food production, food safety, and accessibility. The
Agency is funding an array of projects, reverse
trade missions, and initiatives to target the
underlying infrastructure deficiencies in emerging
markets: (1) develop new alternative energy
resources to help increase agricultural productivity
and food storage capabilities; (2) increase value-
added agricultural production and reduce spoilage
using cold chain storage; and (3) build
transportation networks to help get food safely from
farm to market.

Linking U.S. Businesses to
Global Infrastructure Opportunities 

China: Agriculture 
and Food Safety

China Cold Chain Reverse Trade Missions

USTDA has funded several reverse trade missions
to introduce Chinese officials to U.S. cold storage
technologies and best practices. These visits
support China’s efforts to enhance food security
and safety by introducing advanced U.S.
technologies and systems that can be utilized in
developing China’s cold chain infrastructure.

Recently, USTDA hosted a study tour for delegates
from China’s Food and Drug Administration
(CFDA). The delegation attended a training
program at Yale University, as well as site visits and
meetings with U.S. industry experts. These events
connected them to U.S. food and pharmaceutical
regulations and standards.

During a reverse trade mission in 2014, delegates visited a 
modern cold chain storage room. 
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Connect with USTDA

twitter.com/USTDA
facebook.com/USTDA
youtube.com/USTDAvideo
flickr.com/USTDAphotos

China: Agriculture 
And Food Safety
Linking U.S. Businesses to 
Global Infrastructure Opportunities 

U.S.-China Agriculture and Food Partnership (AFP)

The U.S.-China Agriculture and Food Partnership (AFP) works to
improve food safety, food security and sustainable agriculture.
Currently, 30 U.S. industry members make up the public-private
partnership program. USTDA has supported AFP since the very
beginning by funding a number of reverse trade missions in
collaboration with AFP member companies.

U.S.-China Agricultural Biotechnology Training Program

Since 2002, USTDA has supported the China Agricultural
Biotechnology Technical Assistance Program in cooperation with U.S.
industry, the U.S. Department of Agriculture Foreign Agricultural
Service, China’s Ministry of Agriculture, and other related Chinese
agencies. The program provides a forum for exchanging information
and engaging in meaningful discussion with Chinese government
officials and decision-makers on the nature, use, and regulation of
agricultural products derived through modern agricultural
biotechnology.

Most recently, the Ag-Biotech Program has trained over 100 Chinese
regulators and scientists. Through workshops and trainings conducted
in the United States and China, this program has addressed a range
of important topics such as combined traits development and
regulatory processes, ecological risk assessment, food and feed
safety assessment, product development and commercialization,
biotechnology applications for biofuels, and comparative regulatory
frameworks and harmonization.

USTDA is continuing its support for a fourth phase of the successful
Agriculture Biotechnology Training Program. This training will
continue to bring the public and private sectors together to discuss
new advances in agricultural biotechnology and expanding market
access for U.S. firms in China.

Contact us for more information:
E-mail: East_Asia@ustda.gov Phone: 703-875-4357 

Carl B. Kress – East Asia Regional Director
Verinda Fike – East Asia Country Manager
Steve Winkates – Director of Program Management, U.S. Embassy
Xiaolei Wan – USTDA China Representative
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USTDA Leadership 

 

Thomas R. Hardy 
Director, Public Affairs and Congressional Relations 

Thomas R. Hardy was appointed on July 11, 2017 to lead the U.S. Trade 
and Development Agency, a U.S. government agency that helps U.S. 
businesses create jobs through the export of their goods and services for 
priority development projects in emerging economies. USTDA links U.S. 
companies to global export opportunities by providing early project 
preparation assistance that matches U.S. technological expertise with 
overseas infrastructure development needs – creating lasting business 

partnerships between the United States and emerging market economies. 

As the Agency’s Director, Congressional and Public Affairs he also leads the agency's outreach 
to Capitol Hill, the business community and press to amplify the success USTDA achieves 
through its commercially-oriented foreign assistance program. Earlier, Mr. Hardy served as the 
Chief of Staff and as a Country Manager for East Asia and sub-Saharan Africa where he brought 
a trade policy background that led to a more active program in support of creating U.S. jobs 
through exports. 

Prior to joining USTDA, Mr. Hardy served as an advisor to Commissioner Thelma J. Askey at 
the U.S. International Trade Commission and as a staff member of the Committee on Ways and 
Means in the U.S. House of Representatives 

 

Carl B. Kress 
Regional Director, East Asia / Middle East, North Africa, Europe and Eurasia 

Carl B. Kress is Regional Director for the East Asia, the Middle East, North 
Africa, Europe and Eurasia Regions of the U.S. Trade and Development 
Agency (USTDA). As Regional Director, Mr. Kress is responsible for 
developing and implementing the USTDA economic development program 
throughout these regions. He is also the agency's Energy Sector Worldwide 
Team Leader. 

Before joining the agency, he held legal and legislative positions in government and the private 
sector. His previous experience includes serving as counsel at the U.S. International Trade  
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Commission and as an attorney with the law firm McDermott, Will & Emery where he focused 
on international trade matters. 

A graduate of the University of California, Berkeley, Mr. Kress received his law degree from the 
University of California, Los Angeles. He also holds a master's degree in German law from the 
University of Hamburg, Germany. 

 

Verinda Fike 
Country Manager, East Asia 

Verinda Fike currently serves as a Country Manager in the East Asia Region for 
the U.S. Trade and Development Agency (USTDA). In this capacity, Ms. Fike 
is responsible for business development, project preparation and evaluation, and 
supervision of USTDA activities in the region. She also leads the agency's 
Electricity Transmission and Distribution Sector Team. 

Ms. Fike has travelled and worked in over 40 countries and has managed projects in Asia, 
Africa, the Middle East, and Europe. Prior to joining USTDA, Ms. Fike consulted U.S. private 
sector and USAID overseas missions on creating effective public-private partnerships in 
developing and emerging economies. She also spent three years in China managing patient 
relations and marketing for several women's health clinics. 

Ms. Fike holds a Master of Science in Foreign Service and a Master of Public Policy from 
Georgetown University, as well as a B.A. from the University of Colorado in International 
Affairs and Mandarin Chinese. 
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Cargill  

Cargill is an international producer and marketer of food, agricultural, financial and 
industrial products and services. We have more than 150,000 employees in 70 
countries who are committed to nourishing the world in a safe, responsible, and 
sustainable way. Together with farmers, customers, governments and communities, 
we help people thrive by applying our insights and more than 150 years of 
experience. 
Cargill’s business in China can be traced back to the early 1970s, shortly after the 

release of the first Sino-U.S. Joint Communiqué. Today, we have 50 plus business locations and over 10,000 
employees in mainland China. Our businesses in China include grain and oilseed supply chain, animal nutrition, 
animal protein, starches and sweeteners, edible oils solutions, texturizing solutions, structured finance, energy, 
metals and transportation. 
Cargill is in a unique position to contribute its global expertise to assist China’s ongoing efforts to raise the incomes 
of rural population and boost countryside development. In addition, Cargill’s contributions are aligned with China’s 
commitment to increasing farmers’ incomes, promoting sustainable agriculture, as well as a secure and safe food 
supply. Cargill helps China achieve these commitments by improving efficiency and adding value in the production, 
processing, distribution, as well as trade of food and agriculture products. 
 

嘉吉中国 

嘉吉在全球范围内提供食品、农业、金融和工业产品及服务。我们的业务覆盖70个国家，拥有超过150,000

名员工。我们的使命是以安全、可靠和负责任的方式滋养世界。我们携手农民、客户、政府和社区，通过

运用全球化运营的深刻洞见和超过150年的业务经验和专长，促进社会的不断发展。 

嘉吉在中国的业务发展起源于上个世纪70年代首个《中美联合公报》发布之时。如今, 我们在中国大陆拥有

10,000多名员工，50多家业务运营点。嘉吉在中国的业务涵盖谷物油仔价值链，动物营养，动物蛋白，淀粉

及淀粉糖，油脂解决方案，增稠稳定解决方案，结构金融，能源、金融与运输等。 

作为一家从事生产和经营食品、农业、金融和工业产品及服务的多元化跨国企业集团，嘉吉能够运用其全

球业务经验，为中国正在实施的农民增收和农村发展战略做出贡献。嘉吉致力于通过提高农产品生产、加

工、分销和贸易环节的效率和附加值，促进中国农民增收，农业可持续发展和食品安全供应。 

 

North American Meat Institute (NAMI) 

 
NAMI is a national trade association that represents companies that 
process 95 percent of red meat and 70 percent of turkey products in 
the US and their suppliers throughout America. 
 
Headquartered in metropolitan Washington, DC, NAMI keeps its 
fingers on the pulse of legislation, regulation and media activity that 
impacts the meat and poultry industry and provides rapid updates 

and analyses to its members to help them stay informed. In addition, NAMI conducts scientific research 
through its Foundation designed to help meat and poultry companies improve their plants and their 
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products. The Institute's many meetings and educational seminars also provide excellent networking 
and information-sharing opportunities for members of the industry. 
 
North American Meat Institute (NAMI) is working cooperatively with the China Meat Association to 
foster and promote business-to-business connections to enhance adoption of advanced meat processing 
technologies and improve the meat and poultry distribution network in China. 
 

北美肉类协会 

北美肉类协会是代表在美洲的肉类生产，以及肉类供应商的行业协会，其会员单位生产在美国

95%的红肉制品和70%禽肉类制品。 
 

总部位于华盛顿特区的北美肉类协会，旨在为会员单位提供肉类和禽类相关的及时的法律法规和

媒体宣传，以及其他肉类生产的行业市场信息和分析，帮助其成员单位紧随行业的发展。同时，

北美肉类协会亦进行旨在帮助肉类和禽肉生产企业提高生产工业和产品质量的科学研究。协会每

年都定期举行学术座谈和信息共享，为行业内会员提供相互交流和经验分享的平台。 
 

北美肉类协会（North America Meat Institute）与中国肉类协会共同培养和促进企业间关系，提高

先进肉类加工技术的应用以及改善肉类与家禽在中国的分销网络。 

 

Ecolab 

A trusted partner at more than one million customer locations, 

Ecolab (NYSE: ECL) is the global leader in water, hygiene and energy 

technologies and services that protect people and vital resources. 

With 2016 sales of $13 billion and 48,000 associates, Ecolab delivers 

comprehensive solutions and on-site service to ensure safe food, 

maintain clean environments, optimize water and energy use, and 

improve operational efficiencies for customers in the food, healthcare, energy, hospitality and industrial 

markets in more than 170 countries around the world. 

Ecolab China Investment Co., Ltd. is the regional headquarters of Greater China. As we started the 

business in Greater China from 1975, Ecolab has established its leading position in China food safety and 

sustainable development with more than 30 years of local industry experience and solid scientific 

research ability. Since June 2015, Ecolab has acquired controlling interest in Jianghai Environmental 

Protection Co. Ltd. (Jianghai). By combining the strengths of both organizations, this acquisition solidifies 

Ecolab’s position as an undisputed leader in industrial water treatment in Greater China. 
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Up to now, Ecolab have had nearly 3600 associates, 7 plants, 1 world-class innovation center, and more 

than 40 offices all around the Greater China region. 

艺康（中国）投资有限公司 

艺康集团（纽交所代码：ECL）是全球水、卫生和能源与技术服务领域的领导者，致力于保护与生

命息息相关的重要资源。2016年，艺康集团销售额130亿美元，在全球拥有超过48,000名雇员。作

为值得信赖的合作伙伴，艺康为全球170多个国家，分布于一百多万个地区的食品饮料、医疗保

健、能源、酒店和工业客户提供全方位的解决方案和现场服务，保障食品安全，维护清洁的环

境，最大限度地优化水和能源的利用以提高运营效率。 

艺康（中国）投资有限公司是艺康集团在中国设立的大中华区域总部。自1975年进驻大中华区，

艺康凭借40余年服务本土市场的专业经验和雄厚的科研能力，奠定了中国食品安全和可持续发展

领域的领先地位。2015年6月，艺康集团正式成为中国知名水处理公司江海环保的主要控股方，此

举进一步加强了艺康集团在大中华区工业水处理领域的领导地位。 

目前，我们共有近3,600名员工，7家生产基地，1所世界级研发中心，40余家办事处遍布全国各

地。 

OSI Group 
OSI Group, as a global food processor, has more than 60 
facilities in 16 countries around the world.  OSI was 
established in 1909 and its headquarters are located near 
Chicago, Illinois, in the United States of America. 

OSI produces raw, partially-cooked, and fully-cooked chicken, 
beef, and pork products, as well as a variety of other non-
meat products including pizza, baked goods, and produce. The 
company sells products in over 40 countries. 

Customers of OSI include world leading quick service restaurants and other away-from-home food 
providers, branded food marketers, and food retailers. 

OSI's core operating philosophy centers on partnering with well-known food companies offering its 
manufacturing expertise and global infrastructure to develop and produce a range of products and 
services while eliminating or minimizing commodity exposure to OSI and its customer partners. 

 

欧喜集团 
作为世界级的食品加工商，欧喜集团在全球的16个国家建有逾60家工厂， 拥有近20,000名员工。

集团成立于1909年，总部位于美国伊利诺伊州，临近芝加哥。 
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欧喜集团向超过40个国家和地区销售全生，半熟，全熟的鸡肉，牛肉，和猪肉制品，及各种非肉

类产品包括披萨，烘培食品，鸡蛋和蔬菜农产品。  

欧喜集团的客户包括全球快餐和外卖连锁供应商，品牌食品营销商，及食品零售商。 

欧喜集团的核心运营理念为和知名食品公司合作，提供专业的食品制造经验和全球性的基础设

施，在开发和生产系列优质产品并提供服务的同时，规避大宗商品价格波动风险或将风险减到最

小。 

 
 

 
The Food and Agriculture Alliance 
(FAEA) was created in May 2004 in an 
effort to achieve greater cooperation 

and effectiveness in food production, trade and safety among meat, poultry, dairy, feed grains 
and soybean cooperators and private sector input providers.  The broad goal of FAEA is to 
enhance cooperation among commodity groups and private organizations in developing world 
trade through reduced SPS and TBT constraints for the benefit of agriculture producers in 
general and to the grain-oilseeds-animal sectors in particular.   
 
The FAEA goal is to advance international food and feed safety laws and regulations in 
accordance with science-based international standards.  FAEA has identified non-tariff barriers; 
especially those related to food and feed safety, as an area of common concern to its 
stakeholders (e.g.; SPS, TBT and Codex Alimentarius Commission recommendations and 
standards).  Non-tariff trade barriers are an area that has become increasingly important as 
other forms of trade constraints are being eliminated through multi-party trade agreements or 
bilateral negotiations. SPS is now referred to as “the trade barrier of choice” and poses a threat 
to existing and expansion of world agricultural trade.   
 
FAEA is unique in combining resources of a diverse group of private sector organizations and 
businesses which focus on food and feed safety goals best achieved through collective efforts.  
Our activities have defined a new direction in cooperation among key components of U.S. 
agriculture.  Collectively, FAEA cooperators represent approximately 42% of U.S. agricultural 
exports (by volume). There is a common need to provide expertise and capacity-building to 
eliminate or mitigate these barriers and thus further expand agricultural exports.  The FAEA 
model uniquely represents a broad section of agriculture interests that builds upon and 
leverages the human and financial resources currently deployed by the FAEA member 
organizations and FAS. 
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With regard to FAEA programs in China, FAEA has worked to help develop a cooperative 
process focused on the China Food and Drug Administration in developing regulations under 
the China Food Safety Law. FAEA has conducted training programs for AQSIQ, provincial food 
inspectors, dairy and hog processors and responds to proposed regulations implementing the 
China Food Safety Law as well as those affecting pesticides and veterinary drugs. 
 
Richard Fritz 
FAEA Executive Director 
303-408-3933 

 
 
 
 
 
Launched in October 2016, the Walmart Food Safety Collaboration Center (WFSCC) is a new 
initiative dedicated to improving food safety in China.  The Center strives to promote and 
accelerate China’s food safety reform efforts through partnerships and collaboration with 
leading experts and stakeholders.  Last year, Walmart celebrated its 20th Anniversary of doing 
business in China, the WFSCC is an extension of our commitment to improving lives in China. 
The WFSCC’s work examines food supply chains, discovers solutions and publishes key findings 
from projects so that solutions can be applied and adopted throughout the broader, nationwide 
food safety environment. Additional information about WFSCC is available here. 
 
 

为支持中国食品安全状况的提升，沃尔玛食品安全协作中心作为一项全新举措于2016年10

月正式启动。协作中心致力于通过与顶尖专家和利益攸关方的合作与协作，促进和加快中

国的食品安全改革工作。去年，沃尔玛庆祝了在华经营的20周年纪念，而协作中心是我们

对积极支持中国发展、促进中国人民福祉的进一步承诺的体现。协作中心的工作主要关注

整个供应链上导致食品安全问题的根源，同时，中心将会公开重点项目的成果，以期使解

决方案能够在全国食品领域中得到更广泛的应用和采纳。欢迎访问

http://www.walmartfoodsafetychina.com/，了解更多有关沃尔玛食品安全协作中心的信

息 
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Program Objective 

U.S. Trade and Development Agency, with the support of the U.S.-China Agricultural and Food 

Partnership Program (AFP), is hosting the China Food & Drug Administration (CFDA) 

Executive Leadership Training Program (Food Products). The training will introduce 24 CFDA 

executives to U.S. best practices and technologies on strengthening regulatory approval process 

for imported food products. With support from members of AFP, the training will focus on 

policies and procedures related to approving imported food products regulations with the goal of 

supporting the development of a more efficient registration process at CFDA. 

U.S. companies report that CFDA’s current approval process is resulting in hundreds of millions 

of dollars in losses for them each year; U.S. member firms of AFP (and the U.S.-China 

Healthcare Cooperation Program, HCP) have specifically requested USTDA’s assistance for 

these training programs. Additionally, U.S. Government agencies, including the U.S. Trade 

Representative (USTR), the U.S. Department of Commerce (DOC), the U.S. Department of 

Agriculture, and the U.S. Food & Drug Administration (FDA) are highly supportive of the 

Activity. 

During the training program, U.S. companies and regulators will share best practices with CFDA 

officials on how to accelerate the review process for food products. USTDA funding for this 

training program will support top line issues under the U.S.-China Strategic and Economic 

Dialogue (S&ED) and the U.S.-China Joint Commission on Commerce and Trade (JCCT), 

which regularly call for increased engagement with CFDA to improve the agency’s approval 

process for food products. Under the JCCT, the training programs will directly support the 

efforts of the Pharmaceuticals and Medical Device Working Group, and the Sanitary and 

Phytosanitary Working Group. 
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